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A Short History of Perrineville, a Village Settled in the Early 
Days of Monmouth County. 


Perrineville is situated in the north 
central part of Millstone township, 
Monmouth county, New Jeréey. 

In 1786 the First Presbyterian 
Church of Millstone was organized. 
In those days it was customary for 
Presbyterian ministers to have under 
their charge young men in prepara- 
tion for the ministry. Rev. John 
‘Woodhull, D. D., pastor of Tennent 
Church, employed Joseph Clark, a 
student of theology under him, to 
conduct regular religious services at 
Perrineville, and he continued there 
until 1788, when he was settled pastor 
over the Presbyterian Church of 
Allentown, from which time Perrine- 
ville was supplied with preaching 
by the pastors of Tennent, Cranbury 
and Allentown Presbyterian churches. 

In 1796 a plat of ground was 
purchased and the erection of a house 
of worship wa3 commenced, but inas- 
much as sufficient funds could not be 
raised, the church could not be finishe4 
and stayed in an uncompleted state 
for some forty years. It was enclosed, 
a pulpit erected on the north side, and 
temporary seats arranged by boards 
being laid on blocks. Preaching was 
kept up for many years by Rev. John 
Woodhull. Later the church was 
remodeled and enlanged and a min- 
ister called. 

Rev. William Henry Woodhull was 
the first pastor, being installed there 
September 6, 1826, and continued 
until 1832. A _ classical school was 
opened by Mr. Woodhull soon after 
he took charge. He erected a school 
building adjoining the parsonage, and 
in that building he taught the school 
until 1830. At that school, William 
A. Newell, since Governor of New 
Jersey; Nathaniel S. Rue and David 
Clark Perrine, or Freehold, were 
among the pupils. The session house, 
built in 1846, was used for a district 
school until 1884, and as a place of 
worship until the church was rebuilt, 
when it was moved from its present 
location. 

The original church, the fourth 
oldest in the Presbytery, was first 
known as “The second Church of 
Upper Freehold” and was _ incor- 
porated in 1849 as “The First Presby- 
terian Church of Millstone.” It was 
ae in 1857, and burned in 
S84, 

The following named ministers have 
served as pastors of this church: 
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Rev. William Henry Woodhull, in- 
stalled September 6, 1826, to 
May 7, 18382. 
Rev. L. A. Beels, September 16, 1834, 
to November 8, 1836. 
William S. Betts, June 18, 1838, 
to August 24, 1840. 
Charles Worrell, D. D., April 2, 
1842, to March 9, 1867. 
George W. McMillan, November 
1, 1873, to May 16, 1888. 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 


Rev. William T. Finley, D. D., Octo- 
ber 1, 1889, to June 14, 1893. 

Rev. M. G. Clayton, November 5, 
1893, to December 27, 1898. 

Rev. William Campbell, January to 
April, 1899. ~ 

Rev. H. K. Fulton, October 4, 1899, to 
November 23, 1908. 

Rev. Joseph S. Van Dyke, December 


13, 1908, to 1916. , 


From 1917 the church has been 
supplied for the most part by students 
from the Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary—J. Christy Willson, January 29, 
1917, to May 7, 1918; John H. May, 
May 7, 1918, to September 29, 1918; 
Henry Bettman, November 3, 1918, to 
May 5, 1919; William Johnson, May 
5, 1919, to April 23, 1922; Julian ‘Park, 
May 14, 1922, to September 10, 1922; 
Edgar Crossland, November 26, 1922, 
to May 2, 1923; B. B. Shipman, May 
2, 1928, to April 28, 1924; George 
Kerchner, April 28, 1924, to May 1, 
1925; Edwin L. Willson, May 1, 1925, 
to October 1, 1926; J. Harold Groyne, 
October 1, 1926, to April 30, 1927; 
Joseph R. Harris, April 30, 1927, to 
April 28, 1928; L. Craig Long, April 
28, 1928, to September 15, 1928; 
Joseph R. Harris, September 15, 1928, 
to May 16, 1929; John Lukens, June 
23, 1929, to June 1, 1930; Rev. C. 
Ramson Comfort, October 1, 1930, to 
April 18, 1931; William J. Cartmell, 
April 20, 1931, to April 17, 1934; 
Lindley Cook, April 24, 1934, to June 
16, 1985; John H. Strock, July 1, 1935. 


The following named have served 
as sextons: Ezekiel Chamberlin, 
Edward Disbrow, Alfred Totten, 
Thomas Thompson, Albert Errickson, 
Frank Patterson. 


The church building is 50x 70, with 
Sunday-school rooms attached, and 
finished in light wood. Thomas Per- 
rine’s Sons, of Philadelphia, contrib- 
uted the Bible, hymn books and bell. 
David Clark Perrine, of Freehold, 


contributed the pulpit, made from 
walnut, hand carved and polished. 

The Perrineville church was de- 
stroyed by fire January 6, 1884, and 
rebuilt and dedicated free of debt 
December 18, 1884. 


In the seventeenth century the 
people went to church in their farm 
wagons, and in stormy weather they 
put on a sheet top cover. They took 
their lunch and later in the afternoon 
returned to their homes. Fourteen 
pairs of bars and gates had to be 
epened and closed through the drift- 
way from Perrineville to Cranbury. 


The oldest tombstone in Perrine- 
ville Cemetery is that of Joseph 
Holman, who died August 9, 1777. 


OTHER OLD CEMETERIES. 


The old Watson and Kear burial 
plot is located near Pine Hill, which 
is 295 feet above sea level, in a field 
on a farm, under a red cedar tree, at 
cne time owned by John Ward, now 
owned by Henry Juelch. The field is 
now in cultivation. The brown tomb- 
stones were removed from this plot 
by him to his dwelling house and 
were used for walks. The two oldest 
tombstones were those of Peter 
Watson, who died March 15, 1761, and 
Watson Kear, born January 15, 1761; 
cied February 7, 1811. 

The old Cook burying-ground is 
south of Manalapan Church, in a field 
on a farm at one time owned by 
Howard Baird. The oldest tombstone 
is that of Benjamin Cook, who died in 
1758. The old Cook burying-ground 
deed was recorded in 1912. 


The old Preston burying-ground is 
one mile north of Smithburg, on the 
Sweetman’s Lane road, in a field 
under eleven cedar trees that mark 
the Preston family burial plot, and 
the oldest tombstone is that of John 
Preston, who died April 9, 1750. The 
old Reid burial plot is in a field on a 
farm at one time owned by Frank 
Mount, about two miles west of 
Bergens Mill. The oldest tombstone 
is that of John Reid, who died Jan- 
uary 15, 1771. 

The oldest tombstone at Tennent 
Cemetery is that of John Mattison, 
who died October 27, 1744. 

The old Story burying-ground is 
one mile northwest of Englishtown, 
on the Jamesburg road. The oldest 
tombstone is that of John Perrine, 
born 1690; died 1779. 

The old Scots burying-ground is 
located about one mile south of the 
Central Railroad depot at Wickatunk. 
The oldest tombstone is that of 


Michael Hendrickson, who died Octo- 
ber 10, 1722. 

_ The old Topanemus burying-ground 
is located in a field on a farm owned 
by William C. Richardson, one mile 
west of Marlboro. The church was 
taken down about 1738 and removed 
to Freehold. The oldest tombstone is 
that of Elizabeth Clark, who died 
December 26, 1697. 

The Forman family burial plot is 
located on a hill on the Conover farm 
about two miles east of Freehold, on 
the Colts Neck road. The oldest 
tombstone is that of Mary Forman, 
who died March 18, 1728. 

The Wyckoff burying-ground is 
located in a field on a hill about 180 
feet above sea level, one and one-half 
miles north of Freehold, on the road 
to Marlboro. The oldest tombstone 
is that of Aeltie Wyckoff, who died 
February 19, 1740. 

The Covel Hill burying-ground is 
two and one-half miles west of 
Clarksburg, on the Allentown road. 
The oldest tombstone is that of 
Deborah Lincoln, who died May 15, 
1720. 

EARLY SETTLERS. 

In 1725 Richard Mount bought one 
thousand acres of land on the north 
bank of Rocky Brook. He then built 
his home on part of this land. In 
1845 the old house was torn down 
and a new one erected on this tract 
of five hundred acres. This tract was 
divided into four farms, later owned 
by Bergen Johns, Addi Mount, J. 
Monroe Smith and Joseph iW. Dey. 

In 1726 Richard Mount sold five 
hundred acres of land east of the 
Disbrow’s Hill road to Joseph Holman, 
of Middletown. He then built a 
home on his tract of land. It was 
sold off in farms. Owners of these 
farms were Savillian Davison, Ezekiel 
Davison, John W. Davison, Austin 
Rue, Lewis Mount and Capt. David 
Baird. 

Since then the above farms were 
owned by Richard Carr, Henry D. 
Mount, Tunis Conover, William R. 
Davison, Frank H. Perrine, John J. 
Davison, John Nelson Rue, William 
Parker and S. Perrine Dey. The 
farms were situated along the Perrine- 
ville and Hightstown turnpike except 
the Baird and Dey farms. The old 
Story School House stood on the farm 
of Savillian Davison. 

About 1808 David Perrine kept the 
taverns at Hightstown, Upper Free- 
hold and “Old Willow Tree” at 
Clarksburg. He was the father of 
David Clark Perrine, of Freehold. 
The first store at Perrineville was 


established by a man from New 
England before 1825, on the site of 
the Thomas Morford Perrine store. 
In 1825 the father of Governor 
William A. Newell opened a store on 
the east side of Rocky Brook. The 
first grist mill at Perrineville was 
built by Mr. Newell and was owned 
and operated by David Perrine in 
1830. The village of Perrineville was 
so named for him. In 1832 he was 
succeeded by William Snowhill, a son- 
in-law of David Perrine. After two 
or three years he abandoned the busi- 
ness and John D. Perrine opened a 
store on the west side in the old 
academy building and kept it a year 
or two. In 18385 the mill was sold to 
John M. Perrine, who operated it until 
1850, when it was purchased by 
Nelson Silvers and later owned by 
Charles Allen. Since that time it has 
had various owners. The mill is still 
standing and in fairly good repair. 

Soon after the building of the grist 
mill, a saw mill was built below it on 
the same stream by Thomas Morford 
Perrine. This was torn down in 1885. 
In 1836 William Mount built a store 
and occupied it for several years. lt 
was destroyed by fire in 1918. A 
wheelwright and blacksmith shop was 
built and operated for several years 
by  Uria Clark, David Ketcham, 
Robert Taylor and Charles Irwin. In 
1852 Samuel 8S. Sutphin and Joseph 
P. Hampton operated a blacksmith 
and wheelwright shop on the west side 
of Rocky Brook. Later Joseph Clark 
opened up a blacksmith shop on the 
east side of Rocky Brook. Another 
blacksmith shop was built by Robert 
Taylor and operated for several years 
by him. This shop still remains. 
Edward Disbrow and son operated a 
harness shop for a number of years. 
James E. Allen was postmaster for 
several years. 

In 1842 Ezekiel Davison opened the 
first distillery and hotel on his farm 
at Perrineville. It was called the 
“Union House.” He owned and 
operated a wholesale and retail liquor 
business for several years. In those 
days apple whiskey and peach brandy 
sold for three cents per drink. Peach 
brandy sold for three shillings per 
quart. On town meeting day Mr. 
Davison served turkey dinners, and a 
social time was enjoyed by all. He 
was the proprietor of the Union 
House and a man highly respected. 

In 1855 Thomas Morford Perrine 
had a stone house and store built on 
the west side of the road, and a frame 
dwelling house was also built on the 
east side. The store was operated by 


David Watson, suceeded by Edward 
Allen, William Forsyth, John J. Davi- 
son, John Leming, William H. Thomas 
and Frank Cohn. It was destroyed 
by fire in 1905. 

About 1880 Ezekiel Davison sold 
the distillery to John J. Davison, and 
it was operated by him. He purchased 
the frame dwelling house on the east 
side of the road from Matthew Per- 
rine, and in exchange legal tender and 
fifteen barrels of apple whiskey was 
accepted for the property. The still 
house was taken down in 1885 by 
John J. Davison. A graded school 
was built in 1925, and a concrete 
tumbling dam was built in 1935 at a 
cost of fourteen thousand dollars. 

In 1882 Francis Rosteen Perrine 
purchased the Ezekiel Davison home- 
stead farm at Perrineville and moved 
there. His occupation was farming 
and fruit growing. (William Davison 
Perrine lived at the homestead farm. 
Later he purchased a property in 
Trenton and moved there, being 
employed by the Pennsylvania’ Rail- 
road Company and the State for a 
number of years. He has in his 
possession a number of American and 
foreign coins that were found on the 
homestead farm, and the Union House 
sign, dated 1842, which has a heart 
painted red in the center, and also 
tumblers, whiskey glasses, carving 
knife and fork that were used by his 
grandfather, Ezekiel Davison, on town 
meeting day. The old homestead 
farm was in the possession of the 
Perrine family until 1935. 


William Davison Perrine, 
Princeton Junction, 
New Jersey. 
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